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Craig Harmer

March 18th, 2011

Hello all:

Looking forward to getting into the garden and get stuff planted. It takes 
everything I have not to put my tomato plants out before the last frost. I 
have experimented many times with frost protection aids to get the to-
matoes a little earlier and I have done so with some success.

Gardens Alive! and Spring Hill are also excited about getting this com-
munity garden off and running. I have visited many community gardens 
across the nation and in Europe (where they are extremely popular). I 
envision bountiful plots, well manicured with kids everywhere learning 
the trade of gardening from their parents in our community gardens. We 
shall see soon!

The Tipp City Community Garden has been very well received and as 
I write this, we almost have the garden booked up. I am hoping it is so 
popular we have to add plots. I am looking forward to meeting with all 
of you and talking about gardening. You are free to contact me anytime 
with questions, concerns or just to show me how many tomatoes you 
have at your plot.

By offering the community a place to garden, we hope to learn from you 
about how you take care of pest problems or tricks that you learned from 
your parents or grandparents in growing flowers and vegetables. We 
want to take photos to share with our mail-order community gardeners 
and show them successful thriving gardens or even different pests that 
affect us in our part of the world. I hope this community garden be-
comes a place that everyone (and especially the kids) learns about a great 
backyard pastime.

On the “official” side, there are a number of forms that we need you to 
read a sign. They include: Community Garden Guidelines; waiver and 
a photo release. There is also an “order form” for vegetable seeds and 
plants that we have available free of charge. These are all attached in the 
email I am sending with this letter. If you can’t print them out to sign, let 
me know and I can mail them to you. I hope to have a kick off meeting 
at the plot when it is first prepared. This will give us all a chance to meet 
your neighbours. My preferred method of communication is by email, 
which by now you all should have my address. If there is something 
more pressing or urgent, you can always reach me on my cell (937-776-
8100) or work line (667-2491 x 3085). I will be happy to meet you at the 
plots anytime as well. I will be checking in as often as possible to see how 
the plots are doing. If there are any extra, I want to grow veggies in one 
myself.

When it comes time to harvest, I thought we could set up a booth at the 
Farmers Market and either show or sell some of our produce. It will be a 
great way to spread the news and share what we have learned with other 
residents. We can also donate any additional veggies to the Needy Bas-
ket, which is located just across the road. 

Again, I am excited about sharing the gardening “experience” with you 
and look forward to a bountiful spring and summer.

Craig


