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ONCE A WEEK
 
     Cultivate your rose bed shallowly. Remove weeds. Pick up any fallen petals or leaves. Make sure mulch is loose.
 
     Unless you’ve had at least 1” of rain during the week, water thoroughly. In hot, dry spells, water more frequently.
 
     Cut dead and faded blooms from your roses and remove all trimmings.
 
     Examine for signs of disease or insect infestations. Take corrective actions described in Rose Grower’s Handbook.
 
LESS FREQUENTLY
 
     Spray or dust roses every other week with a multi-purpose spray to control insects and diseases.
 
     For larger exhibition blooms, nip off side buds as they become visible, leaving only stronger terminal bud to

develop.
 
     Prune roses as they grow, cutting out weak and spindly shoots, suckers and any canes showing signs of disease.
 
     After your roses have their leaves, fertilize with a balanced commercial fertilizer about once a month.
 
IN THE SPRING
Giving your roses careful early care gets you set for a summer of beauty.
 
     Uncover your roses after danger of frost is past and inspect carefully for winter damage.
 
     Before buds begin to swell, prune away about one-third to one-half of the past year’s cane growth.
 
     Completely remove all dead canes, cutting them off at the bud union.
 
     Prune off diseased or damaged canes down to a point where you find healthy, white pith inside the cane.
 
     Open up the center of your bush to permit good air circulation. Remove all weak, thin, or spindly growth.
 
     Eliminate canes that cross another and do away with canes that grow straight out.
 
     Completely remove any suckers rising from the rootstock below the bud union.
 
     Give roses a good watering. Until leaves form, sprinkle the whole plant to keep canes moist.
 
     Clean up beds. Remove all debris, weeds. Cultivate shallowly. Apply mulch to a depth of 2-4”.
 
IN THE FALL
 
     Cease all fertilizing of roses six to eight weeks before the first anticipated winter freeze.
 
     Trim back extra tall canes which are likely to whip around in wind.
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     After first killing frost, place mound of loose soil at least 8” high over the base of rose plant.
 
     Cover remaining exposed canes with hay, straw, grass clippings, oak leaves or similar material.
 
     In colder areas, place cylinder of wire mesh or tar paper around roses. Fill with organic material.
 
     Clean entire rose bed. Rake up leaves to eliminate sanctuaries for pests and diseases.
 
     Spray roses with a dormant spray or oil after all growth has stopped.
 
     Strip all remaining foliage from roses even if weather conditions don’t require special winter protection.
 
     If your rose bed might get salt from roads, spread plastic over soil and cover with straw or hay.
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